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Ad for a Rat

Adopt a rat — why not?
We’re smart and we’re sleek.
We don’t lose the plot;

We know What’s What.

We eats discreet

And conducts ourselves neat.
We can change just like that.
Adapt a rat — that’s us!

If your life’s a bit bleak,
Adopt a rat for a week.
Our beady eyes please
And our feet are fleet.

Our tails are a tease

And our whiskers a treat:
What’s not to like in a rat?
Tell me that!

Oh, we get a bad press —
But it’s smears and lies
About dirt and disease
And fleas and flies.

We like to be clean!
We’re a house-proud lot
if you let us move in.
Adopt a rat — why not?

Edwina Towson
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Ad for a Rat

from the suite Zodiac

Music by Sheena Phillips

SA, piano

Lyrics by Edwina Towson
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Ad for a Rat
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Ox Ching Ching

I am an ox
and not a fox.

I do not trot.
Indeed, I do not!

You may think I’m staid
from the way that ’'m made

all heavy and square
like a box or a chair

But I like to swing
Pom pom ching ching

When I hear a waltz
each hoof is a wing

And you’ll see me fly
right into the sky

I can dance from dawn

to the Spring! Ching ching

Edwina Towsoen
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Lyrics by Edwina Towson
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Dragon March

I am the head with a tongue of fire,
Black eyes blinking, lightning fast.
Mane of ribbons I crack and shake;
Claws of steel I clap and strike.

In times of war, the dragons rise;
In times of war, they hear my call.

Drums of wrath and drums of war -
Angry dragon hunts its feast:

Fear my teeth, invading beasts;
Fear my biting claws of steel.

In times of war, the dragons rise;
In times of war, they hear my call.
The dragons' drum is the angry heart.

Sun lives in my shining silk.

Light and honour sweep my way.

I am the head and the heart of flame -
Claws of steel shall sign my name.

In times of war, the dragons rise;

In times of war, they hear my call.
The dragons' drum is-the angry heart.
And the heart of dragon i1s lord of all.

Edwina Towson
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Dragon March

from the suite Zodiac
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Lyrics by Edwina Towson Music by Sheena Phillips
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Dragon March
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Dragon March 5
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Horseplay

Look at me, look at me,
Footsure and fancy-free,
Headstrong and handsome,
The awesomest horsesome!

Don’t ask if I’ll staaaaaay.

The answer is “neigh!”

For I’'m always away,

Where the ends of the earth meet the sea:
You’ll never, not ever,

Whatever the clever,

You’ll never — no, never! —

Catch me!

Edwina Towson
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Horseplay

from the suite Zodiac

Music by Sheena Phillips

Lyrics by Edwina Towson

SA, piano

mf

Allegro J =ca. 80 flighty, wilful, confident

~ Pl
. ~ ~
QL ol g LIS o]
19
%AG = i~ i~
-4
. . n_mJ T g At ~
o g g | — <ol o ol
e
9
o & PNPI A
A
[ 1N w ~t A~
— 0
5
| TR Ll YR Qo]
Ll
19
xm =] i~ i~
iy,
T m ] ~t ~t
~y| - ol - adl
LEL
~ A~
I I ~ ~
N
S |ell Qe
= ®
lnﬂ.w 9
<
RPN i~
3
- - = ~ ~
] Y Q]
S |\
= B
51
Ma i~ i~
N N M ~ ~
L YN Ny B A
= vy §

X = e mae
= v v = v v = va v v v
N NE» N N
\ (

N— N —
o o o
2 2 2
a &
o
5]

senza Ped.

N ~t
L1 hel Ll o
Q m Q m S i~
|l e T .
)
o) )
5 e = ~t N
wn wn
' ! i~ i~
bS] S
QL] & Q] S QL Q0]
S S e
1%
~y ~t
" " ~t ~t
{ell oy
S
~t
~t
QL ol 2 el o]
e
IR ]
T b= i~
N b 3
T o ~t
. S L
QL g ~t Q] Q8|
‘\d
1%
V| & bt i~
=4
b | m ~t ~
— 1
v | 2 el -d 0l
‘\d
T
T =] ~t i~
4
1 Tm ] ~{ ~t
~ el |||
S
3 ~F 3 s
NG NG NG N
N— N ——
<

Pno.

perusal score - not for rehearsal or performance

© Edwina Towson and Sheena Phillips 2013



=

Flhg & &

en®
"

some,
some,

<

=
@
"

L]

hand
hand

7 2

horse-some!

and
and
horse-some!
—
o>

Y 2

awe-som-est
awe-som-est
-

Horseplay

Head - strong
Head - strong

P
The
The

-

Y 2
Y 2

| o
Y 2

[

—

y ]

fan - cy - free,
Y ]

fan - cy - free,

—
T Je™

AL
o
2o}
)
2oy
")
2oy
#

15
— () 4
[an)
21
— () 4

)

Pno.

if I'll
it Il

ask
ask

Don't
Don't

—e

perusal score - not for rehearsal or performance

€

PN

€

g
o n®

o)
#

i
-3

28
)

rax

e

Pno.



Horseplay

34
— () 4

Ay

"neigh!"

is

ans-wer

The

staaaay.

P~
[
"neigh!"

18

ans-wer

The

#
"y

Staaaay.

)

-

P

)

o)

A

Pno.

40
oy

Where the

way,

al-ways a

For I'm

#
oy

e

a

al - ways

For I'm

| o

sea.

|
P

=

the

N

sea,

-

the

earth meet

the

oy

of

ends

il
#
o)

46
— () #

Pno.

sca.

the

earth meets the sea,

Where the

way,

a2 ——+ A7
P — |

€

-
[ g & &
Jdr e ¢

y 2

]
P P S

€

—

perusal score - not for rehearsal or performance

|
[
[ 2 2
[J@ & ¢

C i

g & &
Jd‘PAA

-

V]
PN

3
S

[ Y
iy
]

-
[ T g

b o4 Jirl Y 2
|

L)
)

Pno.



[ .o

-
~

e
ev-er,
You'll

5%

ev - er,

nev-er, not

™ "

PN
You'll

— [
o4

Py

€

nev-er, not

€

€

You'll

Horseplay

clev - er,

the

-

€v - €r

10!

54

What

"
)

"
-0}
"
)

=)

_ ) 4
68
~e)

the

ev - €r

What

Pno.
Pno.

perusal score - not for rehearsal or performance

Pno.



o

: #f#

P N

dim. e morendo

=

PN

T
1o |
N

(7]

Horseplay
il
nev - er!
o _[ o
11
fe

¢'7

e
e

nev-er!
nev -er,

o [

0

=l

N

no,
You'll

me!

/]

N

_— f
nev - er,

Catch
T g™

)
"
"
)
-0}
AL
")
2o}

73
79
— () 4

el

Pno.

PN

"

-

PN

perusal score - not for rehearsal or performance

-

PN

P B

-

-

P B

PN

€

=
o

U Jo™

o)

85
)8,
o)

rax

). an

Pno.
Pno.



Sheep Song

Fleeceful and peaceful

we move as clouds

on a heaven of green.

Heads down for grazing;
heads up for gazing,
dreaming of pastures unseen.

Home is the shelter

of flock and of hillside;
home is the warmth

of the wool that we wear.
Home is the glow

of the last ray of sunlight
meeting the bleat

of the sheep in the air.

Fleeceful and peaceful

we make no quarrel -

soft to the touch

and soft in our ways.

No wonder we keep

to the field and the manger:
life without anger

is not without danger.

Home is the shelter

of flock and of hillside;
home is the warmth

of the wool that we wear.
Home is the glow

of the last ray of sunlight
meeting the bleat

of the sheep in'the air.

Edwina Towson
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Sheep Song

from the suite Zodiac

Lyrics by Edwina Towson SA, piano Music by Sheena Phillips
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Monkey Business

What does it matter —
that treetop chatter?

Just monkeys that natter
and flitter and flatter.
They fuss and they tussle
and bicker and bustle.

It’s gossip and tattle!
Their rumours and rattle
are nothing but lies.

You can tell from their eyes
it’s all a big joke

to the monkey-tailed folk.

But their boasts and their howls
bore the pants off the owls
(the noise is so foul

that the lions all growl).

You can’t trust a word

of the stuff that you’ve heard.
Your ears will go red

at the rubbish that’s said

but it’s all a big joke

to the monkey-tailed folk:
Life’s a hoot and a jumpus —
one big swinging rumpus!
Crash!

Whoop!

Slap!

Stamp!

Edwina Towson
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Cock Crow

The dawn, the dawn!

I can smell the morning.
I can feel the light.

I can see the new day.

Wake up, wake up!

This is not the time for sleeping
So leap up, leap up

And leave your beds for play!

If the sunshine will not do it,
Let us try a little duet —

Will you all go call?

And I’ll blow a rising crow:

Let us cock a doodle do it
With the dawn chorus duet.
Hullaballoo! Hullaballoo!
Cock a doodle doodle do!

Do we like the way we do it?
Yes, we do!

Edwina Towson
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Lyrics by Edwina Towson

Cock Crow
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In Praise of Dog

For hunting, for herding,
For guiding, for guarding,
For rescue, for warning,
A dog is the thing

Four paws that will follow,
Two ears that hear calling,
Two eyes that watch waking,
And a tail to speak liking

More loyal and more looking,
More faithful and finding,
More patient, more pining,
More true than the sun.

A game and a chase,
The return and a race,
Undoubting friend
With a furry face.

On journeys the pace

In the morning to keep,
And as night-time is falling,
A warming in sleep.

For hunting, for herding,
For guiding, for guarding,
For good and for ever

A dog is the best,

Edwina Towson
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