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The Pied Piper of Hamelin

A musical setting in five movements based on the poem by Robert Browning, for adult
SATB choir, children’s choir, solo flute/piccolo, piano, string bass, percussion (snare drum,
suspended cymbal, tambourine, claves, wood block, shakers, cabasa, cowbell, triangle) and
narrator.

Optional staging

It could be very effective, in a story about the disappearance of children, if the children’s
choir followed the Pied Piper (flautist) offstage during Dance of the Children (No. 4), and
came back on — as people of Transylvania, hundreds of years later — in bars 86 — 104 of Keep
Your Promises (No. 5).

If this is not possible or practical for space or any other reasons, an alternative would be for
the children’s choir to turn away from the audience after their disappearance at the end of No.

4, and to turn back (slowly) to face the audience again during bars 86 — 96 of No. 5.

These suggestions are indicated in the score at the relevant points.

Notation and technical points

Grace notes — play before the beat except in trills, where they fall on the beat.

Narrator — in sections marked “freely”, the narrator should be cued to start exactly where
indicated but he/she does not need to follow the notated rhythm exactly. In sections marked
“in tempo”, the narrator should stay close to the rhythm notated.

Microphone — use of a microphone for the narrator is strongly recommended.

Percussion - the percussion used in each movement is indicated on the first page of the
movement.

Suspended cymbal — use sticks except for the roll in No. 4, bar 99 — 100, which should be
played with soft mallets.

Body percussion is mostly notated on the vocal staves. Clapping rhythms for the children’s
choir are notated on a separate percussion stave (“CC claps”). In parts of the piece, the
children divide into two groups, each with their own rhythm.

Hand claps in pairs (No. 5, bars 105 — 131): children may use any playground clapping style
(e.g. a sequence of right hands together, both hands together, own hands together, etc.). They

can devise their own, or a fixed simple pattern can be suggested for the whole group.

Weser (German river) — pronounced “vehzer” (IPA: vezo)



The Pied Piper

1. Hamelin Town

Chorus:
Hamelin town’s in Brunswick,
By famous Hanover city;
A pleasanter spot you never spied;

Narrator:

But, when my story begins,

Almost five hundred years ago,

The townsfolk of Hamelin were in trouble — with vermin.

Chorus:
Rats!
They fought the dogs, and killed the cats,
Bit the babies in the cradles,

Ate the cheeses out of the vats,
Licked the soup from the cook’s own ladles,
Made nests inside men’s hats,
Even spoiled the women’s chats
By drowning their speaking
With shrieking and squeaking
In fifty different sharps and flats.

Narrator:

At last the people in a crowd

Came flocking to the Town Hall.
Men:

At this the Mayor and Corporation
Quaked with a mighty consternation.
Narrator:

An hour they sat in council.

At length the Mayor broke silence:
“Oh for a trap!”

Men:

A trap! A trap!

Narrator:

Just as he said this, what should sound
At the chamber door but a gentle tap?
“Come in!” the Mayor cried, looking bigger;
And in did come the strangest figure!

2. The Pied Piper

Chorus:

His queer long coat from heel to head
Was half of yellow and half of red;
And he himself was tall and thin,
With sharp blue eyes, each like a pin,



Chorus (continued):

And light loose hair, yet swarthy skin,
No tuft on cheek nor beard on chin,
But lips where smiles went out and in.
Nobody could enough admire
The tall man and his quaint attire.

“I’m able, by a secret charm,

To draw all creatures under the sun,
That creep, or swim, or fly, or run,
After me as you never did see!
And I chiefly use my charm
On creatures that do people harm:
The mole, the toad, the newt, the viper;
People call me the Pied Piper.

Narrator:
“If I can rid your town of rats
Will you give me a thousand guilders?”
Men:
“One? Fifty thousand!”
Narrator:
was the exclamation
Of the astonished Mayor and Corporation.

Chorus:

Into the street the Piper stepped,
Smiling first a little smile,
As if he knew what magic slept
Inside his quiet pipe the while;

Narrator:

Then, to blow the pipe he wrinkled his lips,

And before three shrill notes the pipe had uttered,
You heard as if an army muttered.

And the muttering grew to a grumbling;

Men:

And the grumbling grew to a mighty rumbling;
All:

And out of the houses the rats came tumbling!

3. The End of the Rats

Chorus:

Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats,
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats,
Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins,
Families by tens and dozens,
Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives —
Followed the Piper for their lives.
From street to street he piped, advancing.
Step by step they followed, dancing,



Narrator:
Until they came to the river Weser,
Wherein all plunged and perished.

All:
Hooray!
Chorus:
Hamelin town’s in Brunswick,
By famous Hanover city;
A pleasanter spot you never spied;
You should have heard the people
Ringing the bells of Hamelin!
Narrator:

When suddenly, up the Piper perked, with a
“First, if you please, my thousand guilders!”

Chorus:

A thousand guilders!
Narrator:

The Mayor looked blue;
Men:

So did the Corporation, too.

Chorus (men)
“Friend, we’re not the folks to shrink
From the duty of giving you something for drink.
But, as for the guilders, what we spoke of them was in joke.
Beside, our losses have made us thrifty.
A thousand guilders! Come, take fifty!”

Narrator:

The Piper’s face fell, and he cried:

“No trifling! That’s not what you promised.

If you don’t pay me, you may hear me pipe in a different fashion.”
Cried the Mayor, “You threaten us, fellow? Do your worst.

Blow your pipe there till you burst!”

4. Dance of the Children

Chorus:
Small feet were pattering,
Wooden shoes clattering,
Little hands clapping,
And little tongues chattering,
Out came the children, running merrily
After the wonderful music with shouting and laughter.



Narrator:

The Mayor was dumb, and the Council stood
As if they were changed into blocks of wood,
Unable to move a step, or cry

To the children merrily skipping by —

To where the Weser rolled its waters

Right in the way of their sons and daughters!
He turned, however, from South to West,

And to Koppelberg Hill
Chorus:

Koppelberg Hill!
Narrator:

his steps addressed,
When lo! as they reached the mountain-side,
A wondrous portal opened wide,
As if a cavern was suddenly hollowed;
And the Piper advanced and the children followed.
And when all were in to the very last,
The door in the mountain-side shut fast.

5. Keep Your Promises

Chorus:
Alas, alas for Hamelin!

The Mayor sent East, West, North and South
To offer the Piper, by word of mouth,
Silver and gold to his heart’s content,

If he’d only return the way he went,
And bring the children behind him.

But when they saw ‘twas a lost endeavor,
They wrote the story down forever,
To make the world acquainted
How their children were stolen away.

(Reprise)
Small feet were pattering,
Wooden shoes clattering,
Little hands clapping,
And little tongues chattering,
Out came the children, running merrily

After the wonderful music with shouting and laughter.

Narrator:
The children of Hamelin never returned.
But where did the Piper take them?

Fast forward five hundred years and a thousand miles to the east and south.



Chorus:
In Transylvania there’s a tribe
Of people that ascribe their ways
To Hamelin town in Brunswick land.
(Children)
But how or why, they don’t understand.

Narrator:
So, if we promise a piper anything at all,
Let us keep our promise!

Chorus:
(Children)
So keep your promises,

(Adults)

Yes, we will!

(AlD)
We’ll keep our promises,
Yes, we will!

Based on the poem by Robert Browning, with a few word alterations and a few small
interpolations by the composer (chiefly some of the narrator’s lines in No. 5, and the words
of the final chorus).
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squeaky eeks, any pitch
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Keep Your Promises

If the children went offstage in No. 4, they can start returning now - as quietly as possible!

If they remained onstage, they can slowly turn to face the audience in bars 86 - 96
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